
PROBLEMS:  WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR? 
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James 1:2-4 (NIV) 
 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, [3] because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance. [4] Perseverance must finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  

 

Two “Facts of Life” we need to know: 

 

1. Problems are ______________ 
 

v.2  “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face 
trials…” 
 

Jesus: "In this world you will have trouble." (John 16:33b) 
 

Peter: “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial  

   you are suffering, as though something strange were  
   happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12) 

 

2. Problems have a __________________. 

  

Three ways problems can be profitable. 
 

1) Problems __________________ our faith. 
 

v.3 “…testing of your faith…” 
 

tem·per ( tµm“p…r) v  3. To harden or strengthen (metal 

or glass) by application of heat or by heating and cooling. 4. 
To strengthen through experience or hardship; toughen 

 

2) Problems build our _________________. 
 

v.3 “…the testing of your faith develops perseverance.” 
 

Perseverance = “staying power under pressure” 
 

3) Problems help us __________ _____. 
 

James 1:4 (NIV) 
    Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything 

 

So what’s the appropriate response when trials come our 

way? 

 

Answer: _________________ 
 

v.2  “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV) 
    in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in 
Christ Jesus.  
 

We’re ______called to give thanks _______ our problems. 
 

We’re called to give thanks _____ them. 

 

Two things for which we can rejoice and give thanks: 
 

1. That our lives and problems have ________________. 
 

2. That our Lord is __________. 
Psalm 23:4a (NIV) 
    Even though I walk 
        through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I will fear no evil, 
        for you are with me; 
 

 

There is much to rejoice in, but we have to ___________ to do 

it. 
 

 

 

What do you choose? 


