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1.  Respond to God by _____________ to forgive. 
 

Colossians 3:13  
 

God’s forgiveness of us: 
      

Colossians 2:13b-14  
 

Choosing to forgive our offender is a response of _____________ 

to God. God isn’t commanding us to feel it. He is commanding us 

to choose it. 
 

Forgiveness is a ____________ that begins with a choice. 

 

The Process of Forgiving 

 

 
 

2.  Attack the stronghold of bitterness in your mind. 

 

Resentment is a stronghold of the mind. 
 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5  
 

Two of God’s powerful weapons:   

• God’s __________ 

• God’s ___________ 
 

A foundation of the stronghold of resentment: ____-righteousness 
 

Luke 18:9-14 
 

 

The truth that tears down the foundation of self-righteousness:  

I am a __________ who needs forgiveness too. 

 

 
 

 

3.  Treat you offender with ____________________. 
 

Ephesians 4:32 
 

“Be kind” = Being kind to someone even though they don’t 

deserve it. 
 

Luke 6:27-28  
 

____________ to love your enemies. 
 

How do you act toward your enemy if you choose to love them? 

• You ___ ________ to them. 

• You _________ them. 

• You ________ for them. 
 

The bottom line of kindness:  Seeking God’s best for others. 

• This can include showing ____________ love. 

Being kind is not the same as being “nice”. 
 

Isn’t it kind of phony to be kind to someone who has hurt us and 

we still don’t feel loving toward them. 

• It isn’t phony to do what’s right when we don’t feel like it, it’s 

_______________ to the Lord. 

 

Romans 12:17-21 
 

• To carry a grudge and take vengeance is to be “overcome by 
evil”. 

• To act in kindness is to “overcome evil by doing good”. 

• Obeying this __________ lead to a positive change in our 

offender. 

• It will (guaranteed) lead to a positive change in someone else: 

_________! 
 

“Jesus didn't teach us to love our enemies for their good. It is for 
our own good--to keep from becoming the enemy”                 
  Russ Ford, death row chaplain,  
         Christian Reader, Vol. 34. 

 

We need to ask the Lord for His power to do this. 

 

 


