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“What if the person who wronged me hasn’t changed?  

Am I still  supposed to forgive them?” 
 

Matthew 18:21-22  

Does the Lord still want me to forgive them?    ____________ 

 

“What if that person who wronged me isn’t even sorry? What 

if they still have malice toward me?” 
 

Jesus’ response from the cross: 
 

Luke 23:34a  
 

Why? 
 

• For God’s sake:  In obedience to Him. 
 

• For _______ ________ sake. 
 

The #1 person who is healed when we forgive is 

ourselves. 
 
 
 

“Does this mean I’m supposed to just open myself up to being 

wronged again and again?” 
 

Answer:  __________ 
 

God calls us to forgive and love unconditionally. 

He does not call us to trust uncondionally. 
♦ 

Proverbs 20:19, Jeremiah 12:6  
 

Forgiveness means that we don’t condemn them anymore. It 

means the slate is wiped clean in terms of the debt of guilt. It 

means that the person can now earn our trust again.  
 

But it must be earned. 

 

 

 

 

“What about forgetting? People talk about “forgiving and 

forgetting”. Are we supposed to forget? How do you do it?” 
 

God doesn’t give us some kind of selective amnesia. 
 

The “forgetting” that God does and calls on us to do is to 

 _________________ to hold the wrong against the wrongdoer. 
 

 

“Does this mean we have to be buddies?” 
 

On the one hand – No. Forgiveness & Love are not the same as 

building or rebuilding a close relationship. 
 

On the other hand – It depends on three factors: 
 

Factor #1:  The person in question. 
 

Close relationships are built on ___________. 
 

Proverbs 20:19, 22:24, 1 Corinthians 5:9-11  
 

Factor #2:  Your relationship with the person. 
 

God’s view of divorce:   Malachi 2:16  
 

Even when necessary, divorce is like ___________________ 

Don’t ever do it lightly! 
 

Another relationship not to end lightly:  __________________ 

both by blood & in the Lord. 
 

Ephesians 4:32, Colossians 3:12-13  
 

Factor #3:  Guidance from the  ________ ______________. 
 

We need more than principles. We need to listen to the Holy 

Spirit when choosing our response. 
 

John 14:26   


